




Dear Parents,
I hope you have found our prospectus both interesting and informative. It gives a taste of our School community 
and shows how we offer every student a rigorous and rounded education. I know that choosing the right School 
at Year 7 is crucial for your child’s academic success and well being. A prospectus alone, however, cannot provide 
sufficient detail to enable you to make an informed decision. For this reason, we have produced this handbook to 
provide concrete information about our College. It gives me great pleasure to share with you a small flavour of life 
at Wembley High. This handbook aims to share with you some of the key successes of which we are most proud; 
these accomplishments are what makes Wembley High such a truly outstanding place to be. In this handbook, you 
will find that the academic achievements of our students are exceptional and remarkable; and it is these outcomes 
that have made Wembley High such a successful College.  But facts and figures tell only one side of the story.  
I would like to invite you to our Open Evening, so that you can experience, first hand, life at Wembley High.  In the 
meantime, I hope that you will find this handbook useful and that it will provide you with a sense of the education 
and support your child will receive at our happy College.  We look forward to welcoming you. 

Yours sincerely,

Gill Bal – Headteacher

“�Wembley High is, in 
Ofsted terms, ‘a really 
Outstanding place to be.”  
 Ofsted, 2008





“�The inspection notes 
impeccable behaviour in 
lessons and around the school. 
Students know that they come 
to Wembley High to learn and to 
achieve…”  
 Brent Local Authority, June 2011 

Excellent Results
The top GCSE 5 A* – C results for the last 4 years running…

2010 5A*– C GCSE 2009 5A*– C GCSE 2008 5A*– C GCSE

96 93 85

The top GCSE average point score for the last 4 years running…

2010 APS 2009 APS 2008 APS

602 574 486

The top CVA (progress a student makes) for the last 3 years running…

2010 CVA 2009 CVA 2008 CVA

1050 1054 1048





“�The school has high expectations 
of what they can achieve and 
because of this they fully meet 
their challenging targets.”  
 Ofsted, September 2008

National Recognition
•  The top GCSE 5 A*-C results for the last four years running- 96% in 2010

•  The top GCSE average point score for the last four years running- 602 in 2010

•  Over 400 A*’s and A’s achieved at GCSE by students in 2010

•  77% 5 A*-C GCSE including English and Mathematics in 2010

•  Over 75% of students achieved 10 or more GCSE’s A*- C in 2010

•  Ranked 2nd in the country for value added (JVA- SSAT: March 2011)

•  20th Most Improved School in the country (BBC website)

•  Categorised as an Excellent School (Brent Local Authority 2011)

•  Outstanding Ofsted Subject Inspection (Ofsted 2011)

•  Outstanding Ofsted in 24 out of 27 areas (Ofsted 2008)

•  �Outstanding value added of 1050. This is in the top 1% 
of schools in the country and the top in Brent.

•  �Wembley High is a heavily oversubscribed school with 
1220 applications from Year 6s in 2010 for 210 places.



Ofsted Inspection
School overall

Overall effectiveness

How effective, efficient and inclusive is the provision of education, integrated care and any extended services in meeting the 
needs of learners? 

Outstanding

Effective steps have been taken to promote improvement since the last inspection Yes

How well the School works in partnership with others to promote learners’ well-being Outstanding

The capacity to make any necessary improvements Outstanding

Achievement and standards

How well do learners achieve? Outstanding

The standards reached by learners Good

How well learners make progress, taking account of any significant variations between groups of learners Outstanding

How well learners with learning difficulties and disabilities make progress Outstanding

Personal development and well-being

How good is the overall personal development and well-being of the learners? Outstanding

The extent of learners’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development Outstanding

The extent to which learners adopt healthy lifestyles Good

The extent to which learners adopt safe practices Outstanding

How well learners enjoy their education Outstanding

The attendance of learners Outstanding

The behaviour of learners Outstanding



School overall

The extent to which learners make a positive contribution to the community Outstanding

How well learners develop workplace and other skills that will contribute to their future economic well-being Outstanding

The quality of provision

How effective are teaching and learning in meeting the full range of learners’ needs? Good

How well do the curriculum and other activities meet the range of needs and interest of learners? Outstanding

How well are learners cared for, guided and supported? Outstanding

Leadership and management

How effective are leadership and management in raising achievement and supporting all learners? Outstanding

How effectively leaders and managers at all levels set clear direction leading to improvement and promote high quality of care and 
education 

Outstanding

How effectively leaders and managers use challenging targets to raise standards Outstanding

The effectiveness of the School’s self-evaluation Outstanding

How well equality of opportunity is promoted and discrimination eliminated Outstanding

How well the School contributes to community cohesion Outstanding

How effectively and efficiently resources, including staff, are deployed to achieve value for money Outstanding

The extent to which governors and other supervisory boards discharge their responsibilities Outstanding

Do procedures for safeguarding learners meet current government requirements? Yes

Does this School require special measures? No

Does this School require a notice to improve? No





Subject Achievements

Business 100

ICT 98

PE 91

English Language 82

Religious Studies 80

Citizenship 72

Drama 100

English Literature 97

Art 88

History 82

Science 80

Media 68

Music 100

Travel and Tourism 93

Spanish 84

Mathematics 80

Geography 78

Subject: % A*– C 2010

“�There is a very good focus on learning being broken down into small steps to ensure all students are able to 
successfully develop their knowledge and understanding…The support offered by teachers is exceptional 
and all students comment on how teachers are always available to provide additional help and guidance.”  
 Ofsted, Subject Inspection January 2011





Sixth Form National Recognition
Overall Value-Added 2010 Score = 1.11

This means that Wembley High’s A level results put it in the top 10% of  
schools nationally; and the grade of 1.11 is Outstanding.

•  98% pass rate at A-level

•  Top 10% of all Sixth Forms in the country

•  Judged Outstanding in government reports (ALPs and ALIS)

•  �99% of our students progress to University: Our students achieve places at 
the top universities and on the most competitive courses: Mathematics at Oxford 
University; Natural Sciences at Cambridge University; Medicine at Kings 
College, London University; Medicine at Imperial College, London University; 
Neuroscience at King’s College, London; Chemistry and Maths at Edinburgh 
University; Mechanical Engineering at Bristol University; Aerospace engineering 
at Bristol University; Biochemistry at Royal Holloway, London University; 
International Relations at King’s College, London University and Biochemistry at 
UCL, London University.

“�Students have excellent attitudes 
to learning. They work very well 
when engaged in independent and 
group-based learning activities. 
They are articulate and thoughtful 
and feel confident to ask, and to 
answer, questions.”  
 Ofsted, Subject Inspection January 2011 





Outstanding Sixth Form
Subject ALPS Grade %A*– E

Biology Outstanding 100

Business Good 100

Chemistry Outstanding 100

Economics Outstanding 100

English Literature Very Good 100

Film Studies Outstanding 100

Finance Outstanding 100

Further 
Mathematics

Outstanding 100

Geography Outstanding 100

Subject ALPS Grade %A*– E

History Outstanding 100

ICT Very Good 100

Law Excellent 100

Mathematics Excellent 95

Philosophy Good 100

Physics Outstanding 100

Psychology Very Good 100

Sociology Good 88

Spanish Very Good 100

Travel and Tourism Outstanding 100

The Alps Grades are as follows: Outstanding, Excellent, Very Good, Good, Satisfactory, 

Less than Satisfactory, Relatively Poor, Poor. 





Success for All
As a College, we are committed to ensuring that all groups excel. The Contextual 
Value Added has a national average of 1000. At Wembley High Technology 
College, all groups of students perform well above the national average.

Group Contextual Value Added

Indian students 1039

Caribbean students 1037

African students 1031

Other Ethnic groups 1041

Girls 1036

Boys 1054

Group Contextual Value Added

Free School Meal 
students

1041

SEN School Action 
students

1057

In Care students 1034

SEN Statemented 
students

1035





Outstanding Extra Curricular 
English: Debate Mate, Book Club, Drama Club, Film Studies, Homework Club, WHTC Student 
Newspaper Group and Library Club.

Art: Cartoon Club, Graphics Club, National Portrait Gallery, Tate Modern and White Chapel Gallery.

Sports: Table Tennis Club, Cricket Club, Athletics Club, Basketball Club, Dance Club, Football 
Club, Netball Club and Rounders Club.

Cultural Activities: Globe Theatre, Phoenix Theatre, Royal Court Theatre, The Old Vic, National 
Theatre and Bridgewell Theatre.

Science: Biology, Physics and Chemistry Clubs.

Music: School Choir, Music Strings, Musical Instrument Tuition and Brent Music Service.

Academic Support Groups: Accelerated Mathematics Group, Business Support Group, 
English Examination Group, English Coursework Support Group, English Residential Group, 
Mathematics Residential Group, ICT Support Group and Science Support Group.

Sixth Form Enrichment: Science Field Trips, Geography Field Trips, Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Award, Cambridge University Trips, Oxford University Trips, Foreign Office Trips and University 
Taster Days.

National Trips: Cambridge University Residential, Houses of Parliament, Emirates Stadium, 
London Aquarium, London Dungeons, London Zoo, Museum of London, Science Museum 
and Swanage Field Trip.

International Trips: Operation Raleigh, India, UN Conference, New York, USA Trip, Ski Trip, 
Boulogne Trip and Paris Trip.

“�All teachers are subject specialists 
who demonstrate excellent levels of 
subject knowledge. Their confidence 
and expertise gain them the respect 
of students. All lessons are very well 
planned….Students say that they 
really enjoy their lessons.”  
 Ofsted Subject Inspection, January 2011 





Homework
We consider homework to be vital to every pupil’s education. Homework is set to extend pupils’ understanding, to consolidate classroom 
learning, and to prepare for future classwork. 

Independent learning and time management away from the classroom are essential skills, and become increasingly important as 
pupils progress through the School. Good homework habits developed at Key Stage 3 lay the foundations for success at GCSE and 
in the Sixth Form. It is vital that all students make time to read for at least 30 minutes every day.

The amount and frequency of homework depends on the year group. At Key Stage 3 (Years 7 – 9), homework is set every evening 
according to the tutor group’s homework timetable. All students receive a Homework Pack for each subject, containing all the 
homework that must be completed for the term. At Key Stage 4 (Years 10 – 11), homework is set at least twice a week in all subjects. 
In the Sixth Form (Years 12 – 13), homework demands are substantial.

• �Wembley High makes every effort to support students with their homework.

• ��A Homework Planner is provided in which homework and due date are recorded.

• �Tutors inspect and sign the Homework Planners weekly to ensure that pupils are organised.

• �Pupils are encouraged to ask their subject teacher if they are having difficulty with a piece of homework.

• �Your child can use the Learning Resources Centre, Internet rooms and ACE (After College Education) provision to do his or her 
homework. Additional support is provided through other focus groups and study support groups.

• �SAM Learning helps students to work from home and at School using ICT. This package allows pupils to work through particular topics 
and marks the work.

We expect all parents to look at and sign the homework planner every week. Parents should check the homework timetable and 
ensure that students are working to complete the homework set. Parents are expected to attend parents’ evenings and review days.





The uniform for students is: navy sweatshirt with College logo, plain white shirt with collar, College clip on tie: blue and red striped  
tie with logo, black full length trousers for boys and black knee length skirt or black full length trousers for girls and plain black 
footwear (low heeled) with no fashion designer labels. Girls can wear plain black tights or white or black ankle socks. Headscarves,  
if necessary, must be black or white.

Blazers are compulsory for Years 7-10. The school has provided a blazer for each student in these years. The blazer is optional for  
Year 11 students.

We believe that uniform helps every student to develop a sense of pride, community and self-esteem. 

WHTC will not accept sloppy dress or other expressions of personal appearance which reflect sheer fashion or an overt attempt to 
make a rebellious “statement”. When wearing College uniform, students are representatives of WHTC and must be aware that they 
carry responsibility for the College’s reputation. 

The Sixth Form does not wear uniform. However, there is a clearly defined dress code which is published in separate literature for  
the Sixth Form. 

The Student Planner gives full details of the expectations with regards to uniform.

Uniform



Admissions
Wembley High Technology College is a highly oversubscribed College 
with the annual intake limited to 210 (1222+ applications were received for 
September 2011).  We have eight forms of entry in Year 7 to ensure that class 
sizes are kept small.  We are an open College and welcome visitors.  
To arrange a visit at anytime, please telephone the Admissions Secretary  
on 020 8385 4803.  

Applications 

Wembley High Technology College operates within the Brent Co-ordination 
Scheme and Applications for Secondary Transfer should be made using 
the Common Applications Form.  The Common Application Form must be 
returned to the Local Authority.  Applications for students with a statement 
of Special Educational Need (SEN) are made by the Local Authority by a 
completely separate procedure. 

Over Subscription Criteria 

Where applications for admission exceed the number of places available, the 
following will be applied in the order set out below: 
1. Looked After Children. 
2. �Special medical or social reasons.  Parents applying under this criteria must 

provide supporting evidence from a professional e.g. a consultant, stating 
why Wembley High Technology College is the most suitable school and the 
difficulties caused if the child attends another school. 

3. �Children who have a sibling at Wembley High Technology College on the 
date of admission.  This does not include the Sixth Form. 

4. �20 places will be reserved for students who live nearest the College. 
5. �Those pupils attending one of the four Technology College feeder 

primary schools (Sudbury, Barham, Oakington Manor and Lyon Park).  
Where the number of applications arising from this criterion exceeds 
the number of places available, those living nearest the College will be 
accorded a higher priority. 

6. �Those living closest to the College.  Distance will be measured in a straight 
line from the child’s permanent home address to the College.  Where 
applicants live in the same block of flats measurements will be taken from 
the door of each individual. 

Appeals 

Parents can appeal by writing to Ms Guron (Admissions Secretary) at the 
College.  All on-time application appeals will be heard at the latest by the 27th 
April 2012.  Appeals of late applications will be heard within 30 days of the 
appeal being lodged. 

Waiting List 

In addition to the right of appeal, unsuccessful candidates will be offered the 
opportunity to be placed on a waiting list which will be ranked according to 
the over subscription criteria, and not in the order in which the applications 
are received. 



Lists will be maintained throughout the school year. A child’s position on the 
waiting list does not depend upon the time they have been on the list but 
will be determined by how they meet the oversubscription criteria.
This means that a child’s position on the list can go down as well as up, 
depending upon the child’s circumstances and those of other applicants.  
The waiting list will be closed each year and will not roll over.  Parents 
wishing to stay on the waiting list will be required to submit a request to 
Brent Council’s School Admissions Service.
Brent In Year Fair Access Protocol will take precedence over waiting lists 
where applicable. 

Casual Admission Arrangements 

From September 2010 if you wish to make an application for this school you will 
need to contact your local council.  If you are a Brent resident you need to contact 
Brent Council’s School Admissions Service on 020 8937 3110 or visit www.brent.
gov.uk/admission.  All applications will be considered in line with our published 
admission arrangements.  Outcomes of applications will be sent to you by Brent 
Council on behalf of the Governing Body.  Unsuccessful applicants will be placed 
on the waiting list. 

Sibling 

Sibling refers to brother or sister, half brother or sister, or adopted brother or sister.  
The child must be living in the same family unit at the same address. 

Split Residency 

If a child’s residence is split equally between both parents, then parents will be 
asked to determine which is the residential address of the purpose of admission 
to the College.  If the residence is not split equally between both parents then 
the address used will be the address where the child spends the majority of the 
college week.

Twins, Triplet and other children of multiple births 

In the event that the school has one place to offer and the next child on the 
waiting list is one of twins, triplets or other children of multiple births, the policy 
of the school is not to separate them even if this means that the school will 
temporarily go over the published Admissions number. 

Admission Arrangements for Sixth Form 

Places are offered first to eligible Year 11 students and then to external applicants 
who meet the minimum entry requirements as published in the Sixth Form 
prospectus and is contingent on the availability of appropriate resources.  Access to 
courses is dependent upon actual GCSE (or other equivalent) grades as indicated 
in the Sixth Form prospectus. The maximum number of external candidates 
likely to be admitted is 10, although this may be exceeded if demand for available 
courses can be met. 

External Applicants 

In the event of all those applying meeting the qualification criteria and the 
published admissions number being exceeded; the School will apply its 
Admissions Criteria to determine places offered. 







www.whtc.co.uk
Wembley High Technology College, East Lane, North Wembley HA0 3NT      Tel: 020 8385 4800 




