
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

This term has been defined by extraordinary opportunities 
and inspiring achievements across our whole community at 
Wembley High Technology College. It is a very proud moment 
when sharing these magical opportunities that have been created 
and delivered to all of our school community. 

 

Our students have developed confidence and courage through Public Speaking, Debating and 
the Spelling Bee, while we were proud to host our IB Verification Visit earlier this half term, 
showcasing the strength of our provision. We also completed a full audit of our Inclusion Quality 
Mark Centre of Excellence, affirming our deep commitment to inclusive practice. Our House 
charity work demonstrated compassion in action, with students bringing food to support the local 
food bank.  

 

Subject enrichment has flourished, from the vibrant Spanish Culture Club to the creativity of Choir and 
Guitar Club, including participation in the Brent Big Sing event. Students have also represented us with 
pride at the Pentathlon Event, embraced the transformative residential trip to Jamieõs Farm, and 
benefited from the exceptional visit of the Confucius Institute. Together, these experiences reflect a 
school community rich in opportunity, character and excellence. 
 

Thank you for your continued support in ensuring that we continue to deliver our mission statement of 
ôAchievement for All, One Child at a Timeõ. 

Beth Ragheb 
CEO 
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  Dear Parents and Carers 
 

          What an extraordinary half term it has been at WHTC. 
 

When we look back at the past six weeks, the scale and quality of what our community has achieved is truly 
remarkable. We welcomed an IQM Centre of Excellence visit, hosted Assessment Week 3, held two 
Parentsõ Evenings, successfully navigated our IB Final Verification Visit, and enjoyed a stunning Confucius 
Institute cultural performance that reminded us of the richness and global outlook that defines our school. These 
milestones reflect not only academic rigour, but also the strength of partnership between staff, students and 
parents. 
 

Alongside this, students experienced the transformative power of Jamieõs Farm, took to the stage in our inspiring 
House Drama event, and lifted the roof with The Big Sing. These are the moments that shape character, 
confidence and belonging. They are the experiences that help our young people grow in courage and self-belief, 
and the memories they will carry with them long after they leave WHTC. 
 

As we look ahead to Spring 2, our focus sharpens. This is a critical phase for our examination cohorts. It is now 
about going pedal to the metal - leaving nothing in the tank. Every intervention, every lesson and every 
conversation will matter as we prepare students for the summer ahead. We do so with precision, urgency and 
absolute belief in their potential. Our students deserve our very best, and together we will ensure they receive it. 

 

The House competition remains fiercely contested as we reach the halfway point of the year. Current 
standings are: Confucius leading on 148 points; Leonardo and Al-Khwarizmi tied on 121; Boudicca close 
behind on 120; Aryabhata on 103; Hypatia on 102; and Angelou on 99. With margins this tight, there is still 
everything to play for. The energy, pride and participation across the Houses continue to be a real strength of 
our culture. 

 

Thank you, as always, for your continued support and partnership. I wish all our families a restful and 
restorative half term. 

Tom Best 
Headteacher 



 

House Events Round-Up   

What a half term it has been for House Events!  
 
 

We began with House Spelling Bee for Years 7 and 8, 
followed by House Debating with Sixth Form, then House 

Public Speaking by Years 9 to 11. 
 
 

Not content with those events, we rounded off the half 
term with our House Foodbank Collection, collecting an 
amazing 213 items of food and drink, followed by House 

Drama Competition in the final week of half term.  
 

Our House system has something for all students - 
please encourage your child to get involved if 

they havenõt already.   
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The next round of the House Cup took place this term.  
 

This time, Years 9, 10, and 11 were pitted against each 
other in House Public Speaking. Pupils were tasked with 

delivering a speech arguing that something of their 
choosing should be òbanishedó to Room 101 forever. The 
proposed banishments ranged greatly from alarm clocks 
and holiday homework on one end, all the way to animal 

testing and even humanity itself on the 
other. Corruption was also a particular highlight.   

 
All pupils spoke very well, using a range of rhetorical 

devices to argue their points persuasively.  
 

In the end there was a clear winner in Aryabhata with 
three excellent speeches from Mikolaj, Sahaana and 

Fabergé. Confucius and Hypatia brought up 2nd and 
3rd respectively.  

Mr Lowthian  

 
 
 
 

House Public Speaking   
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House Debating for KS5   

 
 

The debate was closely contested, with students engaging thoughtfully with 
the complexities of the topic and delivering persuasive contributions 

throughout. After careful consideration, Leonardo House, Confucius 
House, and Hypatia House emerged as the top-performing Houses. 

 

Special mention must go to Benice from Leonardo House and Vrinda 
from Hypatia House, whose stand-out performances impressed both the 

audience and judges with their clarity, confidence and depth of insight.  

A huge thank you goes to our wonderful judges, Ms Allen 
and Mr  Garden from the RS team, for giving their time, expertise, and 

sound judgement, which helped make the event such a success. 

The House 
Debating 

competition 
saw two 
teams of 

Sixth Form students go head-to-head in a 
thought-provoking debate on the 

motion òSocial media does more harm than 
good.ó  

Both groups presented well-structured 
arguments, demonstrating strong critical 
thinking, confident public speaking and 

the ability to respond effectively to 
opposing viewpoints.  

Although it is a topic with a seemingly 
obvious answer, our brilliant students 
came up with some excellent rebuttals 

including the thought that, if social media 
is so bad, why is it one of the first aspects 

in our society that is suppressed and 
censored in countries with weaker 

democracies? What would we have done 
without social media during the COVID 

pandemic?   



 

The Years 7 and 8 House Spelling Bee was a lively 
and competitive event, bringing together students 

from all Houses to test their spelling skills.  
The competition began with accessible vocabulary 
to build confidence, followed by mixed levels of 

difficulty as the rounds progressed. As words 
became more complex, 

students demonstrated impressive 
focus, resilience and a strong command of language.   
 
 

Representatives from different Houses rose to the 
challenge, spelling accurately under pressure and 

cheering each other on in true House spirit. After an 
exciting final round, Aryabhata House claimed 

first place, followed closely by Confucius House in 
second and Boudicca House in third. 

Congratulations to all participants for their 
enthusiasm and effort in making the Spelling Bee such 

a successful and enjoyable event.   
 

 

House Spelling Bee for KS3   

Calendar  
 

Uncharacteristically  
 

Onomatopoeia  
 

Bureaucracy  
 

Business  

 

Separate  

Could you have spelt 
some of these?!   
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House Charity: House Foodbank Collection   

WHTC has spent the last two weeks 

collecting items for our charity Foodbank 

collection, with each House collecting a 

specific item:   

Hypatia Tinned tomatoes 

Al-Khwarizmi Long-life milk  

Leonardo Tinned veg / beans 

Angelou Rice 

 Boudicca Long-life juice 

Aryabhata Multipacks of crisps 

Confucius Pasta / noodles 

 
We are so grateful to parents and carers for their 

support for this collection ð we were overwhelmed 

with the items collected, supporting our school value 

of ôHelping Othersõ. 

 

We filled a whole room with our collection of items 

from Brent Foodbankõs Shopping List of most-needed 

items - a significant contribution 

to help those in need in our local 

community.   

Thank You Cards for Staff  

 

The week beginning 2nd February, our schoolõs focus was Well-being and in form time and in assembly, 

our Year 7 and Year 8 wrote thank you cards to staff they are grateful to, while in Tutor Time students 

read examples of what our staff are grateful for.  

 

 

 

 

Here are some lovely 

examples of our 

studentsõ 

thoughtfulness:  
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Just before we broke up 

for the holiday, the 

Spanish Cultural Club 

were busy getting 

creative in the kitchen 

with Ms Romero and 

Ms El Kharroubi! 

Most recently, they have been 

playing games in Spanish.   

Spanish Cultural Club   



Jdyn (Year 11) 

Spanish 
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In Spanish, students have 

been developing their 

writing skills ahead of the 

next assessment, responding 

to feedback.  

Dia (Year 11) 



Our Year 7 Geographers are looking at climate 
change, its impacts and how different 
groups are responding to it.  
 

Here is our lesson on the California 
wildfires that occurred last year and how 
they link to climate change.   

Our Year 8s have been learning about Hazardous 
Earth, the impact on people and the environment.  
 

Here are some of the detailed posters that were 
created to show the hazards faced across the world. 
 

Ms Adamis  
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Geography 
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History  

We would like to celebrate the work of Aarna T. in 9.3. 
Aarna's engagement with independent practice in lessons demonstrates her 

strong understanding of the subject and her ability to engage confidently with 
wider disciplinary questions. She responds thoughtfully to feedback and 

consistently strives to refine the quality of her written work. 
 

Mr Pratt  

Maths   
We would like to celebrate the 
work of Sanchi J. 

Sanchiõs mock was completed at the 
start of the half term. She is in 

9Ma1 and is preparing to sit her GCSE at 
the end of the academic year.  

 

Here we can see that Sanchi has very 
clearly and accurately showed her 

working out to answer these questions.  
 

We have practised these individual skills 
in trigonometry such as use of sohcahtoa, 
sine and cosine rule in class. Sanchi has 
then been able to combine these skills 

together to answer multi-step problems. 
She labels her work clearly and shows all 

steps making it very easy to follow.  

It has been impressive seeing how 
much 9Ma1 has learnt in such a short space of time and how they have been 
able make progress in each mock they have done this half term. 
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Year 13 Psychology students have begun their 
revision in preparation for the summer 
examinations.  
 

The images below illustrate the high level of 
diligence demonstrated through their homework, 
which comprises an essay planning pack and 
examination-style questions.  
 

Students are also actively engaging in retrieval 
practice to consolidate their understanding and 
strengthen long-term memory.   
 

 

 
 
During Spring 1, Arabic Club was full of exciting, 
hands-on learning and joyful moments.  
 
Students learned how to describe fruits and vegetables in 
Arabic through a fun classroom experiment. Everyone 
brought in their own fruit and took turns describing it in 
front of the class, using new vocabulary for colour, size, 
and taste.  
 
This activity helped students build confidence in speaking 
Arabic while making learning interactive and memorable.  

 

Students also learned the days of the week in Arabic 
through a lively song. Singing together made 

pronunciation easier and helped everyone remember 
the words while enjoying the rhythm and teamwork. 
The classroom was filled with energy, laughter, and 

enthusiastic voices.   

 

Spring 1 was a fantastic term for 
building language skills, 

confidence, and a love for learning 
Arabic - and the club canõt wait to 

continue the journey! 
 

Psychology  

Well done in particular Diya for her fantastic 
revision seen here. 

Arabic Club  



Sociology   

Kalyani (Year 13.7) 

Well done to Isra and 
Moxa in Year 12 for 

creating and delivering an 
exceptional presentation on 
conflict theories and crime 
for the sociology society.  

 

Well done to the five Year 13 sociology 
students who submitted an essay to the 
British Sociological Association as part of 
the essay writing competition.  
 
Students explored the theme; ôWhat are the 
most significant social challenges facing your 
generation?õ  

 
Students conducted 

independent research to 
write a university style 

essay by exploring 
themes beyond the A 

level sociology 
curriculum.  

 
Good luck to all who have taken part! 

What are the most significant social challenges facing your generation? 

 
Exsiba (Year 13.6) 
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The students facilitated an engaging task whereby 
the society members applied what they had learnt 

about radical criminology to the case of the 
Central Park Five. This challenged the students to 
apply their understanding to a real life example.   



 

Gummy Wave: 
Students added sweets to 
the ends of skewers and 
moved them to model 
how a wave travels.  
 
The experiment showed 
that energy moves through 
a wave while the objects 
stay in place. 

Science - Our WonderLab Club  
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Fizzing Lava: 
Students created a bubbling, lava-
lamp effect using liquids and tablets.  
 
This experiment demonstrated 
chemical reactions and differences in 
density. 

Lemon Volcano: 
By mixing lemon juice with 
baking soda, students created 
a fizzing reaction similar to a 
volcano eruption.  
 
This showed how acids and 
bases react to produce gas. 

Ms Panchani  

Dancing Popcorn: 
Students observed popcorn 
kernels òdanceó as bubbles of 
gas attached and lifted them 
up before popping at the 
surface.  
 
This experiment 
demonstrated how gas can 
cause movement. 



Art  

Year 7 have been working hard on their Tiny House 
project, developing their technical 

drawing skills and demonstrating their understanding of 
one and two-point perspective. 
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Dhriya's task was to 
create an 

advertisement for 
her funny ugly 

monster.  
She has shown great 

attention to detail and 
takes so much care 

and pride in her work! 
Dhriya always goes the 

extra mile 

Emilyõs acrylic painting 
uses strong tonal contrast 
and expressive, surreal 
imagery to reinterpret 
Greek mythology in a 
bold, confident way 

that immediately draws 
the viewer in. Well done, 

Emily.   

11PT2 have made a promising start to their exam project, 
producing highly developed outcomes based artists who explore the 

theme 'Reflection' and 'Nature'. 
Mr Waddington  

Dhriya (8.2)  

Emily (9.5)  

Zarah has made a fantastic start to GCSE Art 
and Design. She is developing her technical 
skills well and always comes to lesson with a 
positive 
attitude, 
reflected in 
the 
impressive 
outcomes 
she is 
producing.  

 
 
 

Keep up 
the great 
work, 
Zarah.   

Zarah (10A)  

 


