
 

 

  
 

 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

 
 
As we reach the end of another exceptional academic year, I would like to thank 

you for your unwavering support and partnership. Together, we have celebrated a 
year filled with remarkable achievements, memorable experiences and countless 
opportunities that have enabled our students to flourish both academically and 
personally. 

 
This edition of our newsletter reflects the incredible breadth of opportunities our students 
have embraced. From educational visits and residential trips to sporting success, academic 
competitions, creative arts, leadership opportunities and community service, our students 
have continued to demonstrate resilience, curiosity and ambition. It has been particularly 
pleasing to see the outstanding conduct and maturity they have displayed wherever they 
have represented the school, with many external organisations commenting on their 
enthusiasm, confidence and exemplary behaviour. 

 
I would also like to recognise the tremendous dedication of our staff, whose commitment has 
ensured that students have benefited from an exceptional enrichment programme throughout 
the year. Their passion and hard work continue to inspire our young people to aim high and 
fulfil their potential. 

 
As you enjoy reading this newsletter, I hope you will take great pride in all that our students 
have achieved. Every success featured within these pages reflects the strength of our school 
community and the positive partnership we share with our families. 
 
As the summer holidays begin, I would like to wish all of our students and their families a 
happy, restful and enjoyable break. Please continue to encourage your children to stay safe, 
particularly when travelling, swimming, spending time online and meeting friends, so that they 
return to us refreshed and ready for another exciting year. 
 
To those students returning in September, we look forward to welcoming you back for what 
promises to be another successful academic year filled with new opportunities, achievements 
and experiences. To our students moving on to the next stage of their education or careers, we 
wish you every success and happiness in the future and remember you will always remain 
valued members of our school community. 
 
Thank you once again for your continued support throughout the year. I wish you all a 
wonderful summer and look forward to welcoming everyone back for a successful new 
academic year in September. 
 
 

Beth Ragheb 
Chief Executive Officer 
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Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

 

 

What an incredible inaugural year it has been for our House System. 

Throughout the academic year, our students have honed their talents across a 

vast range of fields - from the strategic battles of Chess and STEM 

competitions to the art of Public Speaking, creative Haiku writing, Football, 

and Table Tennis. Through these events, students have developed invaluable 

lifelong skills, including true sportsmanship and confident communication. 

Most importantly, the House System has successfully fostered a deep sense of community 

across our student body. It has been an absolute pleasure to see our fantastic Sixth Form House 

Captains step up to mentor younger students and lead them to great success. A massive thank 

you must go to all of our House Captains and dedicated Heads of House for their energy and 

leadership in making this year such a triumph. 

 

Following some truly spectacular performances at our Sports Day last week, the final points 

have been tallied. I am absolutely delighted to announce that the overall winner of the 2025-

26 House Competition is... Confucius House! Huge congratulations to all the students and 

staff in Confucius for a fantastic, hard-fought run this year. 

 

Looking ahead, we will be developing our House System even further next year. I would 

encourage every student over the summer holidays to reflect on this year and consider how 

they can say "yes" to even more opportunities when we return. 

 

Thank you for an amazing year, and I wish you all a restful and safe summer. 

 

Tom Best 

Headteacher 

 

Position House  

1st Confucius 

2nd Boudicca 

3rd Leonardo 

4th Al-Khwarizmi 

5th & 6th (Joint)      Angelou /         Hypatia  

7th Aryabhata  



 

TRIP TO SAMSUNG HEADQUARTERS  

30 Year 7 students had an incredible opportunity to visit Samsung Headquarters for a special Innovator Day.  

 
During the visit, students worked together to develop creative ideas for the Samsung 
Solve for Tomorrow competition, thinking carefully about how technology could be 
used to solve real-world problems. They then had the exciting chance to pitch their 
ideas to the Samsung team, showing fantastic confidence, enthusiasm and teamwork. 
The winning groups were awarded a range of Samsung goodies, but every student 
should be proud of the hard work and ambition they demonstrated throughout the day. 
It was an inspiring experience that gave students a real taste of what it could be like to 
work for an innovative global company like Samsung one day.  

  

The feedback from Samsung staff was exceptional. One 
employee commented:  
"The kids were absolutely brilliant ð so polite, enthusiastic and a real 
credit to WHTC. They wanted to finish lunch early so they could get 
back to work!"  
 
The quality of our students' ideas was so impressive that the 
three students behind the most innovative concept were 
awarded a pair of Samsung Earbuds. Their winning invention, 
Sensus Virga, was designed to support people who are blind 
or visually impaired. In their own words:  
  
"Sensus Virga is an assistive smart-mobility technology to help blind 
people move around. It uses motion sensors to detect danger around 
the user. The camera is used to identify obstacles. The device includes 
a voice assistant that helps the user navigate and become aware of 
nearby hazards. By combining all of this, Sensus Virga helps blind 
users stay aware of their surroundings, avoid danger and communicate 
more easily."  



  

 

THE DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD 2026  

 

Another summer has arrived, and alongside the excitement of the World Cup and the heatwaves, it has 
brought Wembley Highõs annual Duke of Edinburgh expeditions. These trips represent the culmination of 
a full year of dedication from our students, who have worked tirelessly on the volunteering, physical and 
skills sections of their awards. Our students never cease to amaze us with the diversity of their chosen 
activities. This year was no exception, featuring everything from volunteering at local temples and sports 
coaching to physical pursuits like long-distance running and racket sports. 
Their skill development has been equally impressive, spanning music, chess, 
and complex language acquisition.  
   
This year, we are incredibly proud to have supported over 140 students 
through their Bronze and Silver awards. Most significantly, we 
celebrated the launch of our first-ever cohort of Gold Level 
students. This expansion reflects our students' growing ambition and their 
continued desire to push beyond their comfort zones. Seeing these young 
people progress from their initial Bronze challenges to the independence 
required at the Gold level is a testament to their character and the school's 
commitment to holistic education.  
   
The expeditions truly put our students to the test. They must master 
navigation and traverse challenging terrain to reach checkpoints and find 
their way to camp. This is all achieved while laden with heavy backpacks, 
which - after the initial practice rounds - are eventually streamlined to 
include only the essentials: sleeping bags, dry clothes, food, and water. 
Beyond the physical weight, students must also share the responsibility of 
carrying group equipment like tents, fostering a spirit of mutual support and 
collective effort.  
   
One of the most rewarding aspects of the DofE programme is seeing our 
students thrive in a completely different environment. It is refreshing 
to witness them away from the classroom, collaborating and becoming truly 
self-sufficient. We often see unlikely leaders emerge within groups, and it is 
wonderful to watch students who previously had little interaction working 
together toward a common goal. Their good nature and manners are 
consistently praised by members of the public, and perhaps 
most importantly, we get to see them enjoying nature and forgetting about 
their phones for a few hours.  

The DofE award continues to be an 
invaluable opportunity for our 
students. It provides a long-term 
goal that instils a sense of 
responsibility, self-sufficiency, and 
perseverance. As they return with 
tired feet and stories of adventure, 
it is clear that the skills and 
memories they have gained will stay 
with them long after the summer 
ends. We look forward to seeing 
even more students take on the 
challenge next year! 

 

 



 

YEAR 12 UNIVERSITY CAMPUS OF FOOTBALL BUSINESS 
SCHOOLS OPEN DAY VISIT (TUESDAY 30TH JUNE)  

 

Our visit to the UCFB Schools Open Day provided an excellent 
insight into the wide range of career opportunities available 
within the sports industry. Throughout the day, students 
attended engaging lectures and interactive sessions focused on 
sports media, sports business, and coaching, gaining valuable 
knowledge from experienced professionals and university staff. 
 
The Sports Media session explored the different roles within 
sports journalism, broadcasting, digital content creation, and 
social media. Students learned about the importance of 
storytelling, communication skills, and how technology 
continues to shape the way sport is consumed by audiences 
worldwide. 
 
During the Sports Business lecture, students were introduced 
to the commercial side of the sports industry. Topics included 
marketing, sponsorship, event management, finance, and the 
operation of professional sports organisations. The session 
highlighted the wide variety of career pathways available beyond 

playing sport ŀƴŘ demonstrated the global impact of the sports 
business sector. 
 
 

 

 
The Coaching session focused on the skills and qualities 
required to become an effective coach. Students explored 
coaching principles, leadership, communication, athlete 
development, and the importance of creating positive 
environments that support performance and personal growth. 
 
Overall, the visit was both informative and inspiring. It gave our 
students a greater understanding of the diverse opportunities 
within the sports industry while allowing them to experience 
university-style learning in a professional environment.  
 
The Open Day encouraged students to consider future study 
and career options and provided valuable insight into the 
courses and facilities available at UCFB Wembley Campus. 



  

 

CUFFLEY BUSHCRAFT TRIPS        
FOR YEAR 7 

 
Year 7 had a fantastic opportunity to visit 
Cuffley Active Learning Centre this half term, 
where students took part in a range of exciting 
outdoor challenges including fire building, 
shelter building, the climbing wall and target 
sports.  
 

Throughout the day, students showed brilliant resilience as they overcame fears, stepped 
outside their comfort zones and encouraged one another to try something new. It was also a 
wonderful chance for students to strengthen friendships, build confidence and connect with 
their peers and teachers in a different setting. Many students described it as òthe best day everó, 
which truly captures the excitement, enjoyment and sense of achievement felt throughout the 
trip. 
 
Thank you to our Tutors for supporting their tutees and to Ms Blake who organised the trips. 



 

GEOGRAPHY FIELD TRIP FOR YEAR 10 - RIVER CHESS,   AMERSHAM  

Our Year 10 
Geography 
students enjoyed 
a fantastic start 
to their GCSE 
rivers fieldwork 
in July at our exciting new fieldwork location 
for WHTC on the River Chess, Amersham.  
This river is set amongst stunning countryside, 
providing the perfect environment for students 
to experience geography beyond the classroom. 
 

Throughout the day, students worked like real 
geographers, collecting a range of primary data 
to investigate how rivers change downstream.  
 

They measured river velocity, depth, width,          
 channel characteristics and bedload size using 

specialist fieldwork equipment, developing the practical skills required for their GCSE studies while gaining a deeper 
understanding of river processes. 
 

The glorious weather made for a wonderful day outdoors, with students enjoying a well-earned picnic lunch surrounded by the 
picturesque Chiltern countryside before continuing their investigations. Well Done to all the Geography teachers for running 
four trips and to our Year 10s who demonstrated excellent behaviour and geographic skills. 
 

We are incredibly excited to have secured such a fantastic new fieldwork site and look forward to many more memorable 
learning experiences that bring Geography to life. 

 
 

 

Last half term, our SEND students enjoyed 
a visit to a local restaurant to develop their 
independence and social communication 
skills.  
 

During the visit, students developed skills 
such as ordering food independently, 
communicating with restaurant staff, and 
money management.  
 

The trip provided a fantastic opportunity 
for students to build their confidence while 
enjoying a meal together.  
 

We were incredibly proud of how well all 
students demonstrated excellent manners 
and positive social interactions throughout 
the visit! 

The Inclusion Team  

 
 SEND STUDENTSõ INDEPENDENCE TRIP TO A LOCAL RESTAURANT  



  

Over the past 6 months, a small group of our Year 10 
students have worked extremely hard to put together an original piece of astrophysics research under the guidance of UCL 
PhD candidate Emery Grahill-Bland (who some of you may remember as a member of staff here last academic year!).  

 

The studentsõ focus was on analysing data from TESS (Transiting 
Exoplanet Survey Satellite) to locate exoplanets (planets outside 
of our solar system, orbiting other stars) that are in their starsõ 

habitable zones, and are thus capable of supporting life!  
 

Months of work after school, learning theory and then learning to 
use python to analyse tremendous amounts of data, culminated in 
the ORBYTS conference held at UCLõs physics department on 

the 23rd of June. Here, our students had the opportunity to 
present their research to the other groups that had taken part and 

their fellows, and then deep-dive the other groupsõ work in a 
research poster carousel! They did a fantastic 

job representing WHTC, producing a piece of original doctoral 
level research and communicating it extremely clearly.  

 

Mr Rawlings  
(A huge thanks to Mr Rawlings for giving our students such an incredible opportunity!) 

 

MS VON CONRAD VISITS KINGõS COLLEGE    
TO TALK ABOUT THE WHTC HISTORY CURRICULUM  

 

This past Friday I visited King's College 
London where I studied my BA in 
history. It was so special visiting as an 
alum, but even more as a participant in 
the King's History Teacher Network of 
which I am a member!   
 

Lecturer of Early Modern American 
History, Dr Edward Mair, organised an 

insightful, interesting and fun annual conference for our network. It was amazing to 
connect with other history teachers, hear talks from university lecturers and famous 
podcasters like James Crossland,  and the Cambridge OCR exam board on how to 
make the past come alive for our students outside and inside the classroom.   
 

I was honoured to present a talk on heritage in the history curriculum, which was a 
paper I presented based on my own master's research and my experience teaching 
history at WHTC. I touched on some of the activities we do in the classroom in order 
to make the past more accessible and relevant to our students. I am very proud to be working on this curriculum within my 
department.  
 

One of the most-quoted lines from the conference was actually inspired by a Year 9 student at WHTC. In response to why 
teenagers care about history - "They enjoy the beef and the drama!". Thank you to my Year 9 student who made the 
lecturers at KCL giggle and showed us all that the past is far from a foreign country - it's an exciting and lively 
subject to study!   

 

           Ms Von Conrad 

 

ORBYTS CONFERENCE   

 

 



  

 

YEAR 7 PE REWARDS TRIP TO FLIP OUT BRENT CROSS (3RD JULY)  

 
The Year 7 trip to Flip Out Brent Cross provided students with an exciting opportunity to 
participate in a range of physical activities while developing important personal and social skills. 
Students were chosen for this trip to reward them for their excellent contributions 
to sport and PE this year, including their participation in lessons and fixtures. The 
visit encouraged students to stay active, challenge themselves, and build positive 
relationships with their peers in a fun and supportive environment. 
 

Throughout the session, students took part in a variety of activities, 
including trampolining, inflatable challenges, obstacle courses, and team-
based games. These activities promoted physical fitness by improving 
balance, coordination, agility, and overall confidence while encouraging 
students to push themselves safely within their own abilities. 
 

The trip also provided valuable opportunities for students to demonstrate 
teamwork, communication, and resilience. They supported one another 
during challenges, showed respect for staff and fellow students, and 
followed safety instructions responsibly. Many students stepped outside of 
their comfort zones, displaying determination and perseverance as they 
tackled new activities. 
 

In addition to the physical benefits, the visit helped strengthen friendships 
and foster a positive sense of community within the year group. Students 
represented the school well through their excellent behaviour, enthusiasm, 
and willingness to participate throughout the day. 
 

Ultimately, the visit to Flip Out Brent Cross was an enjoyable and rewarding 
experience that combined physical activity with personal development. It 
reinforced the importance of leading an active lifestyle while promoting 
confidence, teamwork, and positive relationships among students. 

 
Ms Degirmen  



  

 
Our talented group of Year 7 Girls were invited to an FA Talent ID Event at Ark Academy hosted by English Schoolsõ Football 
Association. This event provided students with an exciting opportunity to showcase their football ability in front of England 
Talent Scouts while participating in a high-quality development environment. The event enabled students to experience the 
standards and expectations of a national talent identification programme, inspiring them to continue their development within 
the game. 
 
The presence of England Talent Scouts added an extra level of motivation and professionalism to the event. Students gained a 
valuable insight into the talent identification process and learned about the qualities scouts look for in young players, including 
attitude, resilience, communication, work ethic, and a willingness to learn, alongside technical ability. 
 
Beyond football performance, the event promoted confidence, leadership, sportsmanship, and respect. Students represented 
the school exceptionally well through their positive attitude, commitment, and behaviour throughout the day. They supported 
one another, embraced constructive feedback, and demonstrated resilience when faced with new challenges. 
 

YEAR 7 GIRLS' FA TALENT ID EVENT AT ARK ACADEMY (FRIDAY 12TH JUNE) 

 
 
The FA Talent ID Event at Ark 
Academy was a rewarding and 
inspiring experience. It 
provided students with the 
opportunity to develop their 
football skills, experience a 
professional talent 
identification environment, 
and gain a greater 
understanding of the pathways 
available within the women's 
game.  
 
The event encouraged 
participants to continue 
striving for excellence both on 
and off the pitch while 
celebrating their passion for 
football. 
 

Ms Degirmen  



  

 
 

A group of our students recently had the exciting opportunity to attend the 
Hotwire Careers in PR Workshop at Hotwire's London headquarters, 
delivered in partnership with Migrant Leaders.  
   
Throughout the day, students met communications and public relations 
professionals, who shared their career journeys and offered valuable advice on 
the many routes into the industry. Students also took part in an interactive 
team challenge based on a real-life PR task, giving them first-hand experience 
of the creative and strategic skills used in the workplace.  
   
The day concluded with an inspiring talk from a PR expert at Wireless 
Magazine, who shared insights into the fast-paced world of media and 
communications and answered students' questions about working in the 
industry.  

   
 

The workshop provided an excellent insight into careers in public relations, 
marketing, and communications, while helping students build confidence, 
develop professional skills, and broaden their understanding of future career 
opportunities. We are grateful to Hotwire and Migrant Leaders for 
providing such a valuable and engaging experience for our students.  
 
Ms Hulm ð Year Leader for Year 12   

As an aspiring medicine applicant, I wanted to gain experience beyond the 
classroom and challenge myself in a new environment. This summer, I completed 

work experience at a specialist brain and spine hospital in India, where  
I shadowed neurosurgeons and anaesthesiologists, observed complex surgeries, 
followed patient care, and learnt how multidisciplinary teams work together.  

 
Experiencing healthcare in a different country broadened my perspective and showed 
me that medicine is built not only on scientific knowledge, but also on compassion, 

communication, and teamwork. It was an unforgettable experience that 
strengthened my ambition to study medicine and reminded me that stepping outside 

your comfort zone can be the most rewarding way to learn.   

 

STUDENTS GAIN PR CAREER INSIGHTS AT HOTWIRE WORKSHOP  

 

A VERY SPECIAL WORK EXPERIENCE BY ONE OF OUR YEAR 12s 



  

 
Our Food Technology students went on a fantastic trip 

right at the end of the half term to practise their pizza 

making skills at Pizza Express. We think youõll agree 

that their pizzas look delicious!  

 

Thank you to Ms Molina, Mr Archibald, Ms Oyewole, 

Mr Ruda and the team for making this trip happen. 

TRIP TO PIZZA EXPRESS  
ð YEAR 10 FOOD TECH STUDENTS 

 
On Monday 13th July, 
our Year 10 GCSE 
History students 
enjoyed an inspiring 

visit to the British Museum, where they had the opportunity to explore some of the 
world's most significant collections from the ancient world. 
 

Throughout the day, students visited the galleries on Ancient Greece and Roman 
Britain, encountering iconic artefacts including the Parthenon sculptures, Roman 
mosaics, Greek pottery, jewellery and military equipment. These remarkable 
collections brought classroom learning to life, helping students deepen their understanding of themes such as warfare, mythology, 
religion, daily life and the experiences of different groups in the ancient world. 
 

Students approached the visit with great maturity and enthusiasm, working collaboratively in small groups to investigate artefacts, 
record observations and discuss how the evidence could support their current research project. It was fantastic to see them asking 
thoughtful questions, engaging with the exhibits and making connections between the objects on display and the historical concepts 
they have studied. 
 

Their curiosity, respect for the museum and genuine interest in learning made the day an enjoyable and rewarding experience for 
everyone involved. The visit was a fantastic opportunity to experience history beyond the classroom, inspiring students to think 
like historians by analysing original sources and developing the critical thinking skills that are at the heart of the discipline of 
History. 

YEAR 10 TRIP TO THE BRITISH MUSEUM  

 

The Alexander the Great Gallery showed how Alexander 
the Great influenced not only Greek culture but also the 

cultures of Mesopotamia and Central Asia. It really 
helped me understand the extent of his impact. 

Sankeeth P. 

I found the ancient artefacts fascinating. In particular, 
I was intrigued by why so many statues had been 

deliberately defaced during the reign of Constantine. It 
made me think about how attitudes towards the past 

can change over time.  
Alok A.  

Seeing the Rosetta Stone was really exciting. I also 
enjoyed learning outside the classroom and 

exploring history with my friends, which made the 
experience even more memorable. 
Yesha P. & Rakshini R. 



  

YEAR 9 BRILLIANT CLUB GRADUATION     
AT IMPERIAL COLLEGE LONDON 

 

On Monday 13th July, our Year 9 Brilliant Club students had the privilege of attending their 
graduation ceremony at Imperial College London's Sir Alexander Fleming Building, celebrating the 
successful completion of their Brilliant Club programme. 
 
The day began with an informative session introducing students to the wide range of university 
courses, career pathways and opportunities available through higher education.  
Students also had the opportunity to speak with current Imperial College students studying subjects 
including Medicine, Bioengineering and Biomedical Sciences. These conversations gave our 
students a valuable insight into university life, different degree courses, and the exciting careers 
these qualifications can lead to. 
 
Students were then taken on a guided tour of the campus, exploring both the 
interior and exterior of the university. Along the way, they learnt about the 
innovative research projects taking place at Imperial and viewed a number of 
exhibits showcasing the university's pioneering work. The tour also included a 
scavenger hunt, where students worked together to answer questions and identify 
key landmarks, statues, and buildings around the campus. 
 
The highlight of the day was the graduation ceremony, where each student was 
presented with a certificate in recognition of their hard work and dedication 
throughout the programme. We were especially proud of Fabergé Williamson and 
Batoul Shwiyekh, who confidently represented Wembley High Technology College 
by delivering speeches reflecting on their Brilliant Club experience and the skills 
and knowledge they had gained. 
 
It was a thoroughly enjoyable, inspiring, and memorable day, and we are incredibly 
proud of all of our Brilliant Club graduates. Their commitment throughout the 
programme has been outstanding, and we hope this experience has inspired them to 
continue aiming high in their future education and careers.  
 
Finally, a huge thank you to Miss Zouaoui for joining me on the trip and helping to 
make the day such a positive and enjoyable experience for all of our students. 
 
Ms Otake  



 
 

 
 

During Year 10 as part of the 
English Literature curriculum, students have 

been studying Unseen Poetry, giving students a 
chance to give their own perspective on 

literature without a pre-revised answer. It was 
amazing to see studentsõ love of poetry and their 

growing understanding that poetry can relay 
many different messages to many different 

audiences. Due to this, students were challenged to 
create their own poem based on a topic they were 
passionate about with topics ranging from bridges 
to baby brothers in order to create their own class 

anthology ð hopefully a keepsake they will preserve 
to remind them of their time in 10.1.  

  
Thank you to Ms Scott and 10EN1 ð we are 

making the poems anonymous 
and are so proud of your 
creativity!  

  

 

UK SENIOR MATHS CHALLENGE 2025/26   

 
 

Our Year 12 and 13s had some excellent successes from 
the Senior Maths Challenge at the end of last half term.  

 
65 students participated across both year groups with 19 
students achieving the gold award and making it into the 

follow-on round taking, with a further 26 students 
gaining the silver award. This is an outstanding 

proportion to do so well on what is a very 
difficult challenge!  

 
A special shout out for Divya P in Year 12 who achieved 
entry into the Olympiad, meaning he scored among the 

top 1000 students across both Year 12 and 13.  
 

Mr Cuthbertson  

 

MS SCOTT AND 10EN1õs POETRY ANTHOLOGY  

 

 

RIOT ACT  

 

We are incredibly proud of the 12 Year 7 students 
who have taken part in The Riot Act initiative, 
working with visiting staff on an exciting sustainability 
and road safety project.  
 

Over the course of the programme, students have 
been learning how to plan and create a powerful 
podcast, while developing imaginative and sustainable 
solutions to real-world road safety issues. They have 
shown fantastic teamwork, creativity and confidence as 
they have explored how young people can make a 
positive difference in their local community.  
 

In October, they will compete against other local 
schools, where they will have the opportunity 
to showcase their brilliant ideas, and celebrate their 
hard work.  

CLUBS OVERVIEW FOR THIS HALF TERM  



 

GARDENING CLUB WITH   
MS BLUM & MS  BLACK 

Our Gardening Club members have been hard at 
work this term. The Quad near the Geography 

and RS corridor has been developed by the team who have planted 
seeds and seen the fruits of their labours.  
 
What have they been growing?  
Our young gardeners have planted and begun to harvest 
tomatoes, courgettes and lettuce.  
 
What are their thoughts on Gardening Club?  

 
 

 

CLUBS OVERVIEW FOR THIS HALF TERM  

ôGardening club has been really fun because we get to work 
with our friends and also make new friends from other years. 
We have had a lot of fun growing tomatoes this Summer.õ  

Misha and Reet (Year 7) 

 
 
 

 

ôGardening club is very fun because we get to 
take home the plants we grow for food! It is 
very satisfying to eat the plants that weõve 
spent a long time growing and nurturing. You 
should all join!õ 

Sammy and Ryan (Year 8)  

 
 
 

 

ΨI decided to 
join gardening 
club because I 
have never 
gardened before 
and I was interested in 
learning more about how to 
grow plants. Gardening club 
is a great way to be active 
and I enjoy being outside 
during the summer.õ 

Sajeesh (Year 7)  

ôI love gardening club because I like 
doing it in my free time.õ 

Pari (Year 7)  

  



 
 

 
 

A huge congratulations to Veer, Rudra and Amruti , who 
achieved third place in the England Final of the Chinese 
Bridge Competition. This is a wonderful achievement and a 
real reflection of their hard work, courage and 
commitment. 
 

Their performance was based on the story of their Chinese 
names. Through calligraphy, lacquer-style bookmarks and 
spoken explanation, they introduced the ideas of mountain, 
water and moon, connecting these images with Chinese 
characters, art and culture. The performance was 
thoughtful, creative and full of meaning. 
 

In the final Q&A session, the students answered the judgesõ 
questions confidently in Mandarin, including questions 
about Chinese calligraphy and culture. Speaking in another 
language in front of judges is not easy, but they handled the 
challenge with confidence and maturity. They represented 
the school brilliantly, and we are so proud of them! 

 

Ms Feng ð Mandarin teacher 

CLUBS OVERVIEW FOR THIS HALF TERM  

 
We have had a fantastic year at Creative Writing 
Club! 
 
Having covered a variety of different forms of writing, 
students have developed their own styles in 
a multitude of different formats.  
 

Students have also cultivated their 
wonderful abilities at writing by 
participating in a number of games all 
centred around imaginative creativity. 
 

Next year, we will be looking forward to 
developing students writing further and 
offering a number of ways to showcase 
their writing inside the club. 

CREATIVE 
WRITING CLUB 

One of the participants, Rudra C, wrote about his 
experience of the competition: 
 
 
 
 

òThe Chinese competition was great, as wasnõt nervous or too 
excited but I was still in a great mood. 

All we had to do was answer one question - I knew the answer in 
mandarin so I answered it and that was it, and if we said the 

answer correctly then we have a chance to come first. 
Unfortunately, we came 3rd but we are proud of that ð out of 12 

schools! 
In my opinion the competition was great and should do it more 

often for experience for older children.ó 

 

CHINESE BRIDGE COMPETITION 



 
CLUBS OVERVIEW FOR THIS HALF TERM  

MANDARIN CLUB NEWS   

This term, Mandarin Club has been full of colour, creativity and 
curiosity. Students took part in a variety of hands-on activities, 
including making lacquer-style bookmarks, preparing Yuanxiao, 
watching Chinese films, and trying Chinese calligraphy and painting. 
Through these activities, they were able to experience Mandarin not 
only as a language, but also as part of a rich and living culture.  
 
Students also learnt useful Mandarin words and phrases related to 
topics such as fruits, sports, food and everyday life. One of the 
highlights of the term was learning about the Lantern Festival, where 
students explored the meaning of Yuanxiao and some of the traditions 
connected with this important celebration.  
 
It has been wonderful to see students become more confident in using 
Mandarin and more curious about Chinese culture. Their 
enthusiasm, creativity and willingness to try something new have made 
Mandarin Club a lovely part of the school week.   

 

CALLIGRAPHY & ART CLUB 

 
 
 

Alongside calligraphy, students 
a lso explored Chinese 
painting. They learnt how to 
paint pandas, bamboo, cats and 
plants, experimenting with 
lines, shapes and simple brush 
techniques. It was lovely to see 
how each student brought 
their own personality into 
their artwork. 
 
Throughout the term, students showed great focus, imagination and care 
in their work. Many were willing to keep practising and improving, 
which is very much in the spirit of both calligraphy and art. Their finished 
pieces reflected not only creativity, but also a growing appreciation of 
Chinese culture. 

Calligraphy & Art Club has given students a 
peaceful and creative space to explore Chinese 
art this term. Students began by learning the 
basic strokes of Chinese characters and gradually 
built their confidence in writing with brush 
pens. They discovered that calligraphy is not 
only about writing neatly, but also about 
patience, rhythm and expression. 


