
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 8 
Curriculum 

This guide provides an overview of  the curriculum content  
for students in Year 8 

 English  Religious Studies 

 Maths  Personal Development (PD) 

 Science  Physical Education (PE) 

 Geography  Art  

 History  Drama 

 Computer Science  Music  

 Spanish  



AUTUMN TERM 

Half Term 1  
 Duty, Justice & Protest 

Poetry 
Reading  

 
This unit deepens students’ understanding of poetry as a form 
to present ideas, argument and perspective. Students revisit 
language, structure and form but are expected to move 
beyond method-spotting towards precise evaluation of how 
writers construct meanings and position readers. A wider 
range of poetic voices enables students to consider how 
historical and personal perspectives shape responses to duty, 
justice and protest. 
 
Students develop close-reading fluency, judicious evidence 
selection and sustained analytical writing, using PEAC as a 
scaffold while increasingly developing an independent critical 
voice. The conceptual territory introduced here (power, 
injustice, resistance and responsibility) provides a foundation 
for the later study of texts including Animal Farm, A Christmas 
Carol, An Inspector Calls and Power and Conflict poetry. 

Half Term 2 
Rebellion & Power 

Prose: ‘Animal Farm’ 
Reading / Oracy  

 
Building on duty and protest, students examine how power is 
gained, maintained and abused in George Orwell’s allegorical 
novella. They track ideas across a sustained narrative and 
explore how characters, events, symbolism and allegory 
expose mechanisms of manipulation, propaganda and social 
control. Students are encouraged to distinguish between a 
character’s immediate actions and the wider political or social 
idea the writer is constructing. 
 
Students develop sustained arguments about themes and 
characters, selecting precise evidence and analysing language, 
structure, characterisation and allegory. The unit strengthens 
their ability to read texts as vehicles for wider commentary on 
society. Hot-seating and discussion require students to inhabit 
competing perspectives and articulate interpretations in real 
time, developing both conceptual understanding and spoken 
articulation of complex ideas. 

SPRING TERM 

Half Term 3 
 Adventure, Discovery & Voice 

Non-fiction extracts 
Writing / Oracy  

 
This unit develops students’ ability to shape real experiences 
for different audiences and purposes. Through a diverse range 
of travel, adventure and discovery writing, students examine 
how writers select detail, organise information and construct a 
distinctive voice. They consider how rhetorical choices 
influence an audience and how register changes according to 
purpose. 
 
Students write across a range of non-fiction forms, developing 
increasingly secure sentence structures, punctuation, 
vocabulary, paragraph sequencing and discourse markers. The 
emphasis shifts from technical accuracy alone towards 
deliberate control: students learn that effective non-fiction 
depends on the choices a writer makes about voice, tone, 
structure and persuasion. Exhibition-style presentations and 
speeches transfer these principles into live communication. 

Half Term 4 
Fear, Atmosphere & the Gothic 

19th-century Gothic prose extracts 
Reading/ Writing / Oracy  

 
Students move from non-fiction rhetoric to fictive craft, using 
the Gothic to explore how writers create fear, uncertainty and 
atmosphere. They analyse how setting, characterisation, 
narrative perspective, imagery, sentence structure and 
withheld information work together to shape reader response. 
They revisit the narrative control established through 
detective fiction in Year 7, but now apply it to a wider range of 
genres and more sophisticated stylistic choices. 
 
Students craft Gothic descriptions and narratives, making 
deliberate choices about form, vocabulary, punctuation and 
sentence length to control pace and atmosphere. The unit 
culminates in a podcast inspired by the Gothic genre or a 
mysterious fictional incident. Students script, perform and 
record, transferring their understanding of atmosphere and 
narrative voice into spoken form. 

SUMMER TERM 

Half Term 5 / Half Term 6 
 Love, Conflict & Choice 

Shakespeare: ‘Romeo and Juliet’ 
Reading  

 
Students build on their experience of Shakespearean villains 
by studying tragedy and exploring how Shakespeare uses the 
genre to construct characters whose actions challenge moral, 
social and political expectations. They consider how villainy is 
shaped by power, ambition, identity, morality and perspective, 
examining how Shakespeare uses dialogue, dramatic irony, 
characterisation, contrast and stagecraft to position audiences 
towards complex and contested characters.  
 
Students consider how motivations, relationships and social 
expectations influence the choices characters make. The unit 
deepens students’ analytical writing by increasing their ability 
to develop and sustain interpretations across a whole play.  
 
Students connect ideas about power, identity, conflict, 
responsibility and morality to the conceptual threads 
established in Year 7, while recognising that literary characters 
and actions can be interpreted from multiple perspectives. 

  

ENGLISH  
What is being taught this year: 



AUTUMN TERM 

Half Term 1  
We revisit the number and algebra topics from Year 7, whilst 
aiming to recap the basic skills that were learnt and build 
fluency, before studying each topic to a greater depth, thus 
improving understanding and providing the opportunity to 
tackle more challenging concepts such as algebraic fractions. 
 

Content: 

 Calculations & negative numbers. 

 Powers, roots & BIRDMAS (extension to surds). 

 Collecting like terms. 

 Algebraic index laws. 

 Expanding brackets & factorising (extension to expanding 
triple brackets and algebraic fractions). 

 Substitution. 

 Solving linear equations. 

 Decimals (extension to recurring decimals). 

 Units of measure. 

 Rounding and estimation. 

 Numerical index laws. 

Half Term 2 

We revisit the essential number skills of fractions, 
percentages, ratio and proportion, whilst extending to more 
complex topics which also start to bring in algebra skills, such 
as algebraic proportion. Pupils will also start to look at more 
complex ideas within probability such as conditional 
probability. 
 
Content: 

 Factors, multiples and primes. 

 Fractions. 

 Percentages (extension to reverse & compound 
percentages). 

 Converting between fractions, decimals and 
percentages. 

 Ratio. 

 Proportion (extension to algebraic proportion). 

 Probability (extension to conditional probability & 
algebraic probability). 

SPRING TERM 

Half Term 3 
We revisit the algebra topics such as inequalities and 
equations that were first met in Year 7. Pupils will recap the 
basic skills, before deepening their understanding by 
applying them to more challenging topics such as quadratic 
simultaneous equations. 

 
Content: 

 Quadratic equations. 

 Inequalities (extension to quadratic inequalities). 

 Sequences (extension to quadratic sequences). 

 Simultaneous equations (extension to quadratic 
simultaneous equations). 

 Standard form. 

 Coordinates & plotting graphs (extension to solving 
simultaneous equations graphically). 

Half Term 4 

We revisit the geometry topics which were first met in Year 7. 
The emphasis is on building on the basic skills and formulae 
that were learnt, whilst bringing in more complex concepts 
such as algebra, and linking back to solving equations formed 
from geometric problems. 
 
Content: 

 Straight line graphs (extension to parallel and 
perpendicular lines). 

 Perimeter. 

 Area. 

 Circles (extension to arcs and sectors). 

 Surface area & volume (extension to compound solids 
and frustums). 

 Angles & polygons. 
 

SUMMER TERM 

Half Term 5 
Pupils’ data skills are honed further by revisiting topics first 
met in Year 7 and recapping them, before extending them to 
more complex situations such as histograms and cumulative 
frequency graphs. Similarly, the topics of Pythagoras’ 
Theorem and Trigonometry are now extended to 3D 
scenarios and non-right- angled triangles. 

  
Content: 

 Compound measures (speed, density, pressure). 

 Data collection & sampling. 

 Averages. 

 Frequency tables. 

 Charts (extension to histograms cumulative frequency 
graphs). 

 Pie charts. 

 Pythagoras (extension to 3D). 

 Trigonometry (extension to 3D, sine & cosine rules). 

Half Term 6 

We revisit the topics studied at the end of Year 7, but start to 
apply them to more complex situations, building on the 3D 
work that was introduced last half term for example by 
studying similarity in 3D objects. 
  
Content: 

 Transformations. 

 Similarity & congruence (extension to 3D objects). 

 Plans & elevations. 

 Constructions & loci. 

 Bearings (extension to include trigonometry). 

 Real-life graphs. 

 Distance/velocity-time graphs. 

 Vectors (extension to 2D problems). 

MATHS 
What is being taught this year: 



AUTUMN TERM 

Half Term 1  
 

Biology 
In the first half term, students will start with Organ Systems, 
which builds on prior knowledge of KS2 and Year 7. The 
understanding of cells and how they are adapted for a 
particular role is crucial for building a strong foundation for 
scientific understanding. This will help students access Biology 
Topic 1 in GCSE 9-1 in later years. 
  
Topics Covered 

 Cells and Organisation 

 Respiration 

 Gas Exchange Systems 

 Reproduction 

 Nutrition & Digestion 

 Circulatory System 
 

Half Term 2 

 
Physics 

This half term, students move onto Energy, which is new 
content. Students will build an understanding of the 
fundamental components in this topic.  Students revisit and 
build on these ideas at GCSE, allowing them to deepen their 
understanding of the concepts. This opportunity is used to 
also address misconceptions so that incorrect ideas are not 
carried forward. This will support students with Physics Topic 
3 in GCSE 9-1 in following years. 
 
Topics covered 

 Conduction, Convection and Radiation 

 Energy stores 

 Energy transfers 

 Non-renewable energy resources 

 Renewable energy resources 

SPRING TERM 

Half Term 3 
 

Chemistry 
 This half term, students move onto Chemical Reactions. This 
topic develops the students’ understanding of atoms and the 
periodic table, first covered in year 7. Prior knowledge is built 
on in order to demonstrate how atoms interact. This is 
followed by an introduction to acids and alkalis so that 
students have a strong understanding of equations before 
expanding their understanding for neutralisation. This will 
help students with Chemistry Topic 3 in GCSE 9-1. 
 
Topics covered: 

 Chemical and Physical changes 

 Atoms, molecules and balancing equations 

 Acids and Alkalis 

 Neutralisation 

Half Term 4 

 
Biology 

This half term, students study the topic of Genetics. They start 
by developing their understanding of a specific cell 
component, the nucleus. This is built on to teach students 
how cells are able to contain the information needed for life. 
Students learn about basic inheritance rules, allowing them to 
further their understanding of evolution and inheritance as 
taught in KS2. This will prepare them for Biology Topic 4 in 
GCSE 9-1, where they will further build on these ideas. 
 
Topics Covered: 

 Structure of DNA 

 History of DNA 

 Inheritance 

 Mutations 

 Variation 

 Natural selection 

SUMMER TERM 

Half Term 5 
 

Chemistry 
In this half term, the students return to Chemistry and study 
Changes in the Atmosphere. The students are taught 
changes in the atmosphere and the effects of this on the 
planet. This opportunity is used to show students the impact 
that human activity can have on the environment through 
the use of fossil fuels. This allows students to re-evaluate 
their energy choices and how they can help. It also prepares 
students for Chemistry Topic 8 in GCSE 9-1.  
 
Topics covered 

 The early atmosphere 

 The modern atmosphere 

 The changing atmosphere 

 Greenhouse effect 

 Complete and incomplete combustion 

Half Term 6 
 

Physics 
In this term, students return to Physics and study Forces. 
Here they start with basic principles of motion and forces, 
specifically an introductory understanding of Newton’s laws. 
These ideas are introduced in Year 8 so students can build on 
and deepen their understanding of components originally 
introduced during the teaching of Forces in KS2. This will also 
help them prepare for Physics Topic 2 in GCSE 9-1. 
 
Topics Covered 

 Speed, distance and time 

 Newton’s first Law 

 Forces 

 Friction 

 Pressure 

SCIENCE 
What is being taught this year: 



AUTUMN TERM 

Half Term 1  
Hazardous Earth 

Students will develop a global view of plate tectonics and 
the localised events that occur on these boundaries. As well 
as, a greater understanding of the interacting human and 
physical world through exploring the impacts of 
earthquakes and volcanic eruptions with named case 
studies. 
  
Skills 

 Interpret photographs and diagrams 

 Interpret geological timescales 

 Interpret and analyse geographical sources to reach 
judgements and conclusions 

  
Links to National Curriculum: 

 Physical geography relating to geological timescales 
and plate tectonics. 

 Human activity determining outcomes of physical 
events. 

 Geographical theories (Theory of plate tectonics). 
  

Half Term 2 
Population Pressures (Part 1) 

The topic aims to broaden pupils understanding of the 
challenges facing the UK as a result of urbanisation and 
population increase. The topic is split into two units in order 
to compare and contrast the challenges and solutions in 
London with a city in a developing country. 
  
Assessment 
Pupils will complete an assessment with an opportunity for 
extended writing, covering Hazardous Earth and unit 1 of 
Population Pressures. 
  
Skills 

 Interpret and analyse geographical sources to reach 
judgements and conclusions 

 Interpret graphs and population statistics 
 Calculate percentage increase and calculate net 

migration 
  
Links to National Curriculum: 

 Population and urbanisation in countries of 
contrasting development levels 

 International development 
 Human geography of a region within Africa and 

Europe. 

SPRING TERM 

Half Term 3 
Population Pressures (Part 2) 

By contrasting urban processes and challenges in London 
with Lagos in Nigeria, pupils will develop an understanding 
of why different cities are urbanising at different rates and 
that the impacts of this differ depending on location in the 
world. 
  
Skills 

 Interpret and analyse geographical sources to reach 
judgements and conclusions 

 Interpret graphs and population statistics 

 Calculate percentage increase and calculate net 
migration 

  
Links to National Curriculum: 

 Population and urbanisation in countries of 
contrasting development levels 

 International development 

 Human geography of a region within Africa and 
Europe. 

 

Half Term 4 

Natural Resources 
Through focusing on the uses and challenges of natural 
resources (minerals, food, water and energy) pupils 
develop an understanding of the impacts of international 
supply chains and resource extraction on people and the 
environment. 
  
Assessment 
Pupils will complete an assessment with an opportunity for 
extended writing, covering Population Pressures and 
Resource Challenges 
  
Skills 

 Interpret and analyse geographical sources 
including maps, satellite images and contemporary 
current affairs to reach judgements and conclusions 
supported by evidence 

  
Links to National Curriculum: 

 The use of natural resources and how their 
extraction can create challenges for people and the 
environment 

 Spatial scales and temporal scales of resources and 
how they have changed globally. 

SUMMER TERM 

Half Term 5 
Superpower Geographies 

In this topic, students will explore the role of ‘superpowers’ 
over time and the rise of powerful nations. Students will 
develop a global view of power and how it constantly evolves 
and changes based on historical, physical and contemporary 
issues. This topic will provide students the opportunity to 
study the BRIC countries and their role in today’s global world 
as well as reach a judgement on what countries exist as 
superpowers today. 
  
Skills 

 Analyse and interpret data, maps, and articles to 
determine the hard and soft power of countries with 
superpower potential. 

 Have an awareness of changing superpowers overtime 
from a bipolar to multipolar world. 

 

Links to National Curriculum: 

 Study of China and Russia. 

 Interdependence of human and physical geography. 

 Economic sectors and trade. 

Half Term 6 
Fieldwork Investigation 

Pupils will follow the geographical enquiry process to 
investigate changes in microclimate around the school site. 
Pupils will plan the investigation, collect and analyse data to 
reach and evaluate conclusions supported by evidence. 
  
Assessment 
Pupils will complete an assessment with an opportunity for 
extended writing. This will be designed to assess pupils’ ability 
to apply their understanding to new contexts in both human 
and physical geography. 
  
Skills 

 Using and recording data accurately. 

 Analysis and evaluation of primary and secondary data. 

 Using geographical equipment 
  
Links to National Curriculum: 

 Collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data 
gathered through experiences of fieldwork that 
deepen their understanding of geographical processes. 

GEOGRAPHY 
What is being taught this year: 



AUTUMN TERM 

Half Term 1  
 

Enquiry Question 15: What kinds of change did Londoners see 
living in the 17th century? 

 
Themes: 1, 2, 4 

Disciplinary focus: Change and continuity 
 
 

Enquiry Question 16: How did African Kingdoms become 
connected with the wider world? 

 
Themes: 1, 2, 3 

Disciplinary focus: N/A 
 
 

Enquiry Question 17: How should the story of transatlantic 
slavery be told? 

 
Themes: 1, 2, 3, 4 

Disciplinary focus: Historical narrative  

Half Term 2 

 
Enquiry Question 17 continues... 

 

Enquiry Question 18: How ‘Victorian’ were the Victorians? 
 

Themes: 1, 2, 4 
Disciplinary focus: Similarity and difference 

 

Enquiry Question 19: What was British colonialism like in the 
nineteenth century? 

 

Themes: 1, 2, 3 
Disciplinary focus: Similarity and difference  

SPRING TERM 

Half Term 3 
 

Enquiry Question 19 continues... 
 

 
Enquiry Question 20: How quickly were British people given 

the right to vote? 
 

Themes: 2, 4 
Disciplinary focus: Change and continuity 

 
 

Enquiry Question 21: Why are there different histories of the 
First World War? 

 
Themes: 1, 3, 4 

Disciplinary focus: Historical interpretations  

Half Term 4 

 
Enquiry Question 22: The Russian Revolution 

 

Themes: 1, 2, 4 
Disciplinary focus: Evidential understanding 

 
Enquiry Question 23: Why did Britain enter another world war 

in 1939? 
 

Themes: 1, 2, 3, 4 
Disciplinary focus: Causation  

SUMMER TERM 

Half Term 5 
 

Enquiry Question 24: How did the experiences of European 
Jews change from 1933 to 1945? 

 
Themes: 2, 4 

Disciplinary focus: Change and continuity 
 
 

Enquiry Question 25: How did India achieve independence in 
1947? 

 
Themes: 1, 2, 4 

Disciplinary focus: Causation  

Half Term 6 

 
Enquiry Question 26: Who were the British in the Twentieth 

Century? 

 
Themes: 1, 2, 4 

Disciplinary focus: Similarity and Difference 
 

Enquiry Question 27: What does Stokely Carmichael’s story 
reveal about resistance to racism in the United States? 

 
Themes: 1, 2, 4 

Disciplinary focus: Significance  

   THEME 1: Britain’s connections to, and contact with, the wider world                   THEME 3: Europe’s changing position in the wider world                

   THEME 2: The power, priorities and expectations of leaders in Britain and beyond     THEME 4: Changes to people’s values, ideas and belief systems 

HISTORY 
What is being taught this year: 



COMPUTER SCIENCE 
What is being taught this year: 

SPRING TERM 

Half Term 3 
 

Introduction to Python Programming 
  
Students transition from block-based programming to text-
based Python using Turtle.  
 
They learn Python syntax and the IDE, coordinates and 
colour, variables, for loops and reusable functions, applying 
decomposition and debugging as programs become more 
complex. The unit builds confidence in writing, tracing, 
testing and improving Python programs. 
  

SPRING TERM 

Half Term 4 
 

Python Turtle Project & Smart Cities Loops 

  

Students apply their Python Turtle knowledge 
independently to a mini-project using functions, loops, 
colour, comments, testing and evaluation.  

Following assessment and feedback, they return to Smart 
Cities to use loops with index values, write DRY code, 
combine iteration with conditions and proximity data, and 
debug algorithms written from scratch. 

  

AUTUMN TERM 

Half Term 1  
 

Digital Productivity & Smart Cities Python 

  

Students revisit safe ICT-suite use before developing 
spreadsheet skills in Excel: formatting, cell references and 
ranges, arithmetic formulae, AutoFill and functions including 
SUM, AVERAGE, MIN and MAX.  

 

They then begin Python programming through TuringLab 
Smart Cities, using variables, data types, print (), selection, 
comparison operators and increasingly independent 
conditional algorithms. 

 

 

    

AUTUMN TERM  

Half Term 2  

 
Complex Selection & Computational Thinking 

  
Students extend Smart Cities programming with if-else, if-
elif-else, nested conditions, logical operators and 
independent algorithm challenges.  
 
Following assessment and feedback, they develop 
computational thinking through abstraction and 
decomposition, then apply algorithmic thinking with 
Lightbot using sequences, procedures and loops. 
  

SUMMER TERM 

Half Term 5 
 

Searching, Sorting & Binary Representation 
  
Students study core searching and sorting algorithms, 
including linear search, binary search, bubble sort, merge 
sort and insertion sort.  
 
They trace algorithms manually, compare efficiency and 
select suitable methods for different scenarios.  
 
The half term also introduces digital character 
representation through ASCII and Morse code and develops 
understanding of binary representation. Career link: 
Software Engineer. 
  
  
  
  

SUMMER TERM 

Half Term 6 
 

Data Storage & MakeCode Arcade 

 

Students extend data representation by comparing ASCII 
and Unicode, calculating simple text file sizes and working 
with data-storage units from bits and bytes through KB, MB, 
GB and TB.  

Following assessment and feedback, they design and 
develop a MakeCode Arcade game using sprites, events, 
variables, selection, loops and conditions, then test, debug, 
evaluate and showcase the finished product. 

  



AUTUMN TERM 

Half Term 1  
 
Productive skills: Students build on their knowledge and skills 
from Year 7 and revisit the present tense and key structures 
from this time frame so that they are able to write and talk 
about what they usually do during their holidays. They then 
revisit how to form the preterite (past) tense so that they can 
write and talk about a recent trip. They complete short general 
conversations and photo card tasks to develop their speaking 
skills. 

  

Receptive skills: Students continue to develop their reading 
and listening skills, as well as their phonetical studies and 
dictation work. 

  

Half Term 2 

 
Productive skills: Students revisit the present in the context 
of the environment. They write and talk about problems in 
their area and what they do to protect the planet. They learn 
how to use the conditional tense and the imperative to 
discuss what people should/must do to save the planet. 
They complete short general conversations and role-play 
tasks to develop their speaking skills. 
  
Receptive skills: Students continue to develop their reading 
and listening skills, as well as their phonetical studies and 
dictation work. 
  

SPRING TERM 

Half Term 3 
 
Productive skills: Students first learn how to talk about 
health problems using the structure ‘me duele’. They then 
revisit the present and conditional tenses, this time in the 
context of health. They use impersonal structures to discuss 
how people can lead a healthy life and give advice on how to 
stay fit. They complete photo card and read-aloud tasks to 
develop their speaking skills. 
  
Receptive skills: Students continue to develop their reading 
and listening skills, as well as their phonetical studies and 
dictation work. 

Half Term 4 

 
Productive skills: Students build on their cultural knowledge 
of the Spanish-speaking world as they learn about a number 
of customs and festivals. Students revisit the preterite tense 
and conditional tense to talk about a festival they attended in 
the past and would like to attend in the future. They develop 
their speaking skills by creating short presentations on the 
topic of customs and festivals. 
  
Receptive skills: Students continue to develop their reading 
and listening skills, as well as their phonetical studies and 
dictation work. 

SUMMER TERM 

Half Term 5 
 
Productive skills: Students revisit both the present and 
preterite (past) tense within the context of technology. They 
learn how to write and talk confidently about their use of 
technology and discuss the pros and cons of social media. 
They complete short general conversations as well, role-play 
and photo card tasks to develop their speaking skills. 

  

Receptive skills: Students continue to develop their reading 
and listening skills, as well as their phonetical studies and 
dictation work. 

  

Half Term 6 

 
Productive skills: Students revisit all previously-seen topics 
and tenses, revising the formation of the present, preterite, 
conditional and immediate future tenses. 

Students complete a Film project on ‘Coco’- which allows them 
to explore Mexican culture. They creating a short presentation 
on the ‘Día de los Muertos’ to develop their speaking skills. 

Receptive skills: Students continue to develop their reading 
and listening skills, as well as their phonetical studies and 
dictation work. 

SPANISH 
What is being taught this year: 



RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
What is being taught this year: 

AUTUMN TERM 

Half Term 1  
 

Hinduism 
Students begin their exploration of Eastern worldviews with 
the study of Hinduism.  
 
Students learn about and discuss key beliefs about Brahman, 
atman, and life after death, before considering the impact of 
these beliefs on Hindus today, and the impact of Mahatma 
Gandhi.  
 
This unit equips students with religious terminology needed 
for the next two units. 
  

Half Term 2 

 
Buddhism 

Students learn about central Buddhist teachings such as the 
three marks of existence, the four noble truths and the 
noble eightfold path, analysing the relevance of these 
teachings for life in modern society.  
 
Students learn about the figure of Siddhartha Gautama and 
divergent views about his significance for Buddhists today. 

SPRING TERM 

Half Term 3 
 

Sikhism 
Students continue their study of Eastern worldviews with 
Sikhism, learning about the ten gurus and the life of Guru 
Nanak specifically.  
 
Students learn about the establishment of the khalsa, and 
consider what it means for Sikhs to be part of the khalsa 
today, including the implications of carrying the five Ks.  
 
Students learn about the importance of sewa and langar. 

Half Term 4 

 
Philosophy 

Students explore non-theistic worldviews, including 
Humanism, as well as philosophical approaches to 
cosmological and metaphysical questions, including the 
teleological argument, as well as the problem of evil and 
theodicies offered by Christian theology.  
 
Students learn to communicate their own views clearly and 
concisely. 

SUMMER TERM 

Half Term 5 
 

GCSE: Islam beliefs and teachings 
Students learn about the key beliefs and teachings of Islam, 
including tawhid, prophethood, angels, beliefs about life 
after death, the Qur’an; students analyse scripture in 
reference to these beliefs.  
 
Students consider the influence of these beliefs on religious 
communities, and analyse the important of religious beliefs 
for believers today. 
  

Half Term 6 

 
GCSE: Islam practices 

Students learn about a range of Islamic practices including 
the Five Pillars of Islam, jihad, and festivals.  
 
Students explore the divergent ways these practices are 
carried out by different religious communities, as well as 
their significance for Muslims today. 



AUTUMN TERM 

Half Term 1  
 
Students begin with lessons on character development, 
revisiting the importance of taking responsibility for their 
actions, mutual respect, and tolerance. Students then deepen 
their understanding of healthy lifestyles, including the impact 
of exercise on physical and mental health. They learn about 
the dangers of alcohol and tobacco, as well as the laws and 
risks surrounding illegal drugs and the misuse of over-the-
counter medication.  
 
Students also revisit mental health and wellbeing, focusing on 
mental health law in the UK and the impact of grief and loss. 
Across these topics, students apply their learning to make 
healthy and informed choices. 

Half Term 2 

 
Students draw on their existing understanding of physical 
health and wellbeing, as well as knowledge developed in 
Science, to learn about puberty, menstrual health, and gender 
identity. They explore how male and female bodies change 
during adolescence, alongside the emotional changes that 
young people may experience.  
 
Students consider how these changes can affect confidence, 
self-expression, identity, and overall wellbeing.  
 
They also revisit sexuality and gender identity, developing a 
respectful understanding of how people may identify 
differently and why it is important to treat others with 
kindness, dignity, and respect. 

SPRING TERM 

Half Term 3 
 
Students learn about healthy relationships and the facts 
surrounding safe sex, including contraception, STIs, 
pregnancy, and childbirth. They discuss these important 
topics in a mature and respectful way, developing a clear 
understanding of right and wrong while building thoughtful 
opinions where appropriate.  
 
Students also consider the responsibilities, choices, and 
support available to young people in relation to sexual health 
and relationships. The sequencing of this unit has been 
carefully considered to ensure that the content and delivery 
are age appropriate. Students will also explore the law in 
relation to abortion and adoption. 
  

Half Term 4 

 
In this term, students explore the concept of consent and the 
law. They develop an understanding of the impact that 
consent can have and consider the issue of sexual harassment. 
Students learn how to approach situations where they witness 
negative or harmful behaviour, including how to seek support 
and challenge inappropriate actions safely.  

They also investigate the impact of culture on understandings 
of consent and how peer pressure can influence individuals.  

Through these discussions, students develop a deeper 
awareness of respect, boundaries, personal safety, and the 
importance of healthy relationships. 

SUMMER TERM 

Half Term 5 
 
 The term will start with understanding the impact of 
prejudice and discrimination. Students explore examples of 
these issues through discussions on gender roles and 
stereotypes, considering how assumptions can affect 
individuals and wider society. They also learn how online 
groups and subcultures can influence attitudes and 
behaviours, as well as how to challenge negative views.  
 
Students then deepen the Citizenship knowledge acquired 
in Year 7, learning about the structure of Parliament and 
government in the UK, the role of the media and free press, 
and the role of the UK in key international organisations. 

Half Term 6 

 
In the final term, students consolidate their understanding 
of current issues from the previous term and further 
develop their awareness of how social change can be 
brought about. Students engage in careers and economic 
education, building on their existing knowledge of financial 
responsibilities, key financial terminology, and how to save 
money. They revisit budgeting and consider the relationship 
between budgets, careers, and lifestyle choices, including 
how salary can impact future decisions.  
 
Students also consider the qualifications and skills required 
for different careers, as well as degrees and apprenticeships 
in the UK and abroad. They use Unifrog to explore careers of 
interest. 

 
  
  

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT 
What is being taught this year: 



AUTUMN TERM 

Half Term 1  
 
Students take part in athletics and volleyball lessons. In 
athletics lessons, students build on their prior knowledge 
from Year 7 to refine and further develop the skills required 
in sprinting, long-distance running, performing the relay, 
jumping and throwing.  
 
Similarly, in volleyball lessons, students deepen their 
understanding from Year 7 and extend their skillset for the 
serve, the dig and a variety of shots before learning how to 
defend and outwit opponents with greater skill. 
  

Half Term 2 

 
Students take part in basketball lessons. In these lessons, 
students build on their prior knowledge from Year 7 so that 
they are able to dribble, pass, shoot and defend more 
effectively. They also learn how to perform simple set plays. 
  

SPRING TERM 

Half Term 3 
 
Students take part in handball lessons in which students 
develop the skills they learned in Year 7 so that they can 
perform with greater accuracy, speed and control. 
  
  

Half Term 4 
 
Students take part in cricket and football lessons. In cricket 
lessons, students develop their prior skillset from Year 7 so 
that they are able to catch, field, batt and bowl more 
effectively in game situations.  
 
In football lessons, students build on their prior knowledge 
from Year 7 so that they are able to pass, dribble and shoot 
with greater control. 

SUMMER TERM 

Half Term 5 
 
Students take part in rounders lessons, where they 
incorporate throwing and catching skills within a variety of 
practices. Batting, bowling and fielding are also 
demonstrated in small sided activities where there are 
multiple opportunities for success.  
  
  

Half Term 6 
 
Students take part in a range of team-based activities known 
as the Summer Games, where they are placed into 
differentiated teams with a yearly theme such as the World 
Cup, Euros or Olympic Games. Across six lessons, teams 
compete to earn points through challenges that develop 
teamwork, communication, leadership and resilience.  
 
The Summer Games prepare students for the House Sports 
Day, building confidence, team spirit, fair play and the ability 
to work together towards a shared goal. 
  
  
 
  

PHYSICAL EDUCATION - CORE PE 
What is being taught this year: 



Art: Portraiture 

This project develops students drawing skills, focusing specifically on control, accuracy, tone and proportions. Students will use knowledge gained in Year 7 to practice and begin to master drawing the facial 
features and facial proportions accurately.  Through this student’s will study the human face closely, through investigation into relevant portraiture artists, students will broaden their understanding of the 
purpose of portraiture and develop skills which will allow them to more accurately portray the human face with a range of different styles and materials. 
Technical drawing skills: 

 

 

1. Drawing eyes 4. Gridded drawing 7. Biro & pencil 10. Toning techniques 

2. Drawing noses and mouths 5. Abstract portrait 8. Oil pastels 11. Coloured pencil 

3. Understanding facial proportions 6. Watercolour 9.  Acrylic 12. Final piece 

DRAMA 
What is being taught this year: 

AUTUMN TERM 

Half Term 1 / Half Term 2 
Students are introduced to the lively and exaggerated world of 
Commedia dell’Arte, exploring stock characters, physical 
comedy, gesture, status and improvisation. Through practical 
workshops, mask work and short devised scenes, they learn 
how performers use movement, facial expression, voice and 
timing to create clear comic characters. Students develop 
confidence, creativity and ensemble skills while experimenting 
with slapstick, lazzi and exaggerated storytelling. Students will 
incorporate their MFL learning during this unit. 

SPRING TERM 

Half Term 3 / Half Term 4 
Students are introduced to the core building blocks of design 
and scriptwriting: space, atmosphere, character, voice, 
structure and dramatic intention. Through research, sketching, 
model-making, writing exercises and short performance tasks, 
they learn key dramatic conventions such as staging, levels, 
stage directions, symbolism, subtext, tension and audience 
impact. Students develop creativity, visual storytelling and 
their own individual writing style, while gaining an 
understanding of how written text and design choices work 
together to support performance. 

Students are introduced to the core building blocks of 
monologue and scriptwriting: character, voice, structure, 
dialogue and dramatic intention. Through writing exercises, 
character exploration and short performance tasks, they learn 
key dramatic conventions such as stage directions, subtext, 
tension and audience impact, while developing creativity, 
confidence and their own individual writing style.  

SUMMER TERM 
Half Term 5 / Half Term 6 

Students are introduced to the core building blocks of 
melodrama: exaggerated character, heightened emotion, 
gesture, voice and clear moral storytelling. Through practical 
workshops, stock character exploration and short scenes, they 
learn key dramatic conventions such as heroes, villains, cliff-
hangers, asides and dramatic tension, while developing 
confidence, physical expression and an understanding of how 
performers create bold, entertaining theatre.  

ART 
What is being taught this year: 

Year 8 Subject-Specific Vocabulary 
Gait, gesture, posture, pace, rhythm, facial expression, body language, characterisation, exaggeration, comic timing, status, improvisation, ensemble, stage blocking, proxemics, levels, spatial awareness, 

stage picture, stage directions, cue, transition, dialogue, monologue, duologue, subtext, tension, atmosphere, symbolism, dramatic intention, social, cultural and historical context. 
Commedia dell’Arte, stock character, Arlecchino, Pantalone, Il Dottore, Colombina, Zanni, mask, mask fixed-point focus, half-mask, physical comedy, slapstick, lazzi, master and servant, audience interaction. 

Amateur theatre, accessories, props, costume design, set design, lighting design, sound design, design concept, scale, flat, flood, FLY, Fresnel, FX, gel. 
Theatre in the round staging, thrust staging, traverse staging, end-on staging, proscenium arch staging, audience configuration, staging choice. 

Bogart, Lego building blocks, Epic Theatre, Brecht, narration, direct address, placards, multi-roling, alienation effect.  



AUTUMN TERM 

Half Term 1  
Orchestral instrumentation 

  
This unit will begin with exploring timbre. Students will have 
hands on practical experience with the four main instrument 
families; Woodwind, Percussion, Brass and strings. 
 
Students will learn short motifs on recorders, violins, plastic 
brass (cornets) and percussive instruments. 
 
The unit will culminate in ensemble performances with 
students forming a mini orchestra in their groups. 
Students will study the Welsh national orchestra and how the 
instrumental families combine to form the romantic style 
grand orchestra. 
  
  

Half Term 2 

Tonality and structure 
 
This unit will involve music theory and the understanding of 
tonality (through key signature study) and structure through 
score analysis.  
 
Students will appraise a wealth of musical genres to explore 
how structure and tonality are integral and universal facets 
of the art form. First students recap on how to build scales in 
music. 
 
Drawing on previous units, students will have opportunities 
to re-write melodies in new keys (transposing) which is a 
fundamental part of being a competent musician.  
Students will explore structures such as Verse-chorus form 
through analysis of contemporary music and arranging skills.  

SPRING TERM 

Half Term 3 
Western Traditional music 

  
This unit will begin with historical context and students 
knowing periods and dates such as the Baroque, Classical and 
Romantic eras. 
 
Students will explore the development of instrumentation 
such as the harpsichord, piano, trumpet and clarinet as well 
as a wealth of others. 
Students will appraise and perform baroque melodies and 
develop an understanding of ornamentation. 
 
Due to technological developments and the modern-day 
pianoforte, students will explore how melody and harmony 
developed as time passed which will enable them to draw on 
the experience of the previous units. 
Stylistic features and Chords I and V will be covered as well as 
cadences. Accompaniment patterns, block chords, Alberti 
bass arpeggios will be performed. 

Half Term 4 

Film music 
  
Film is an art form that unites us all, and it is the music in 
these films that really makes them a work of art. This unit 
builds upon knowledge learnt in pervious units by thinking 
about how music conveys emotion and action. 
 
Pupils will study film and its music, and can make detailed 
evaluations of how the music does its job. They will learn new 
musical techniques and keywords such as leitmotifs. 
 
A brief history of film music will be covered, from the early 
silent movies, to modern blockbuster films. Well known films 
and their composers will be studied, from the traditional 
soundtracks of John Williams, to the contemporary and 
electronic of Hans Zimmer. 
 
Pupils will have opportunities to write and perform their own 
music to accompany short films. They will use their 
knowledge of musical elements to make informed decisions 
on appropriate ways of using music to convey what happens 
in the film. 

SUMMER TERM 

Half Term 5 / Half Term 6 
Jazz and blues - Advanced music theory 

 
This unit is last because it involves a deep understanding of 
the musical elements and how they can be exploited to 
create a chromatic spectrum of sound.  
 
With origins in the slave trade and cultural connections to 
the African American community, students will learn not only 
about the theoretical and performance aspects of Jazz and 
blues, but the social, historical and cultural contexts of these 
genres. 
 
Students will explore harmonic devices such as 7ths and 9ths 
create the unique sounds of jazz and blues. 
 
Students will explore chromatic melodies and improvise 
using the blues scale. 
 
Structures such as the 12 bar blues will be performed. 
 

MUSIC 
What is being taught this year: 
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